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Potential Approaches 

Last updated on 2024/01/30 

The Human Rights Code, as stated by the Ontario Human Rights Commission, affirms that 
educational institutions have a responsibility to provide equitable access to students with 
disabilities. The advantages to online course delivery allows teaching and learning to continue 
even where there is an in-person disruption. This article provides an overview of common 
academic accommodations, approaches for facilitating these accommodations on Brightspace, 
as well as general tips to make instructors’ courses more accessible to students. 
 

1. Extra Time for Quizzes 
According to their accommodation plan, some students may require time and a half 
(1.5x) or double time (2x) on tests and exams. Additional time can be applied onto 
Brightspace Quizzes via Special Access or the Classlist. 
 
Factors to Consider: 

• The Special Access feature in Quizzes can be use to extend time for one quiz.  
• The Classlist can be used to modify time for all quizzes in a Brightspace course. 

The Classlist method gives a special icon besides the name of the student(s) who 
has been given time accommodations. 

• If your quiz has a small interval between the start date and the end date, or if 
your quiz is synchronous, consider using the Special Access method to ensure 
the quiz remains available during the extended time. 

 

2. Restriction of 1 Exam Per Day (Exam must be provided to student 
on different day) 

If the exam or quiz is online, instructors can use Special Access to change the start date 
and/or end date for the student. Alternatively, instructors can create a make-up 
exam/quiz and make it visible to selected students using the “Allow only users with 
special access to see this quiz” option when using Special Access. 

 

3. Extensions on Assignments 
Instructors can change the due date of assignments for students using the Special 
Access feature in Brightspace Assignments. 

https://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/opportunity-succeed-achieving-barrier-free-education-students-disabilities/human-rights-law-and-policy-ontario
https://www.uwindsor.ca/brightspace/sites/uwindsor.ca.brightspace/files/how_to_set_accommodation_for_students_in_a_quiz_or_assignment.docx
https://www.uwindsor.ca/brightspace/sites/uwindsor.ca.brightspace/files/how_to_set_accommodation_for_a_student_for_all_quizzes_0.docx
https://www.uwindsor.ca/brightspace/sites/uwindsor.ca.brightspace/files/how_to_set_accommodation_for_students_in_a_quiz_or_assignment.docx
https://www.uwindsor.ca/brightspace/sites/uwindsor.ca.brightspace/files/how_to_set_accommodation_for_a_student_for_all_quizzes_0.docx
https://www.uwindsor.ca/brightspace/sites/uwindsor.ca.brightspace/files/how_to_set_accommodation_for_students_in_a_quiz_or_assignment.docx
https://www.uwindsor.ca/brightspace/sites/uwindsor.ca.brightspace/files/how_to_set_accommodation_for_students_in_a_quiz_or_assignment.docx
https://www.uwindsor.ca/brightspace/sites/uwindsor.ca.brightspace/files/how_to_set_accommodation_for_students_in_a_quiz_or_assignment.docx
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Factors to Consider: 

• If, in a Brightspace Assignment, an instructor has set a Start Date and/or End 
Date to restrict access and submission outside certain dates, they will likely need 
to extend the End Date when extending a Due Date. 

• Note that Special Access must be configured for each assignment; it cannot be 
configured once for all assignments. 

 

4. Access to Presentations Prior to Class 
Instructors can upload the presentations slides to the Content area prior to class and set 
up release conditions of group membership for students with academic 
accommodations so only those in that group can access the slides. After class, 
instructors can remove the release conditions to make the material visible to everyone. 
 
Factors to Consider: 

• Instructors should consider incorporating access to material for all students 
when pedagogically possible to support creating accessible learning 
environments. 

 
• If placing students with accommodations into a group, you must remove the 

groups tool from the menu so students cannot see who is in such a group 
 

5. Note Taking 
For synchronous content, instructors can choose to record in Microsoft Teams and 
upload the recording links to Brightspace afterwards. 
 
Factors to Consider: 

• Instructors should ensure all recorded content is shared using an accessible 
platform. For example, Microsoft Stream and YuJa have technology for 
automatic captioning. Instructors can also attach manually annotated transcripts 
for Stream and YuJa to help students with note-taking. 

 

Tips for Accessible Course Delivery 
The Student Accessibility Services (SAS) Office has provided a list of resources for accessible 
course delivery, including: 

• Information for Faculty & Staff 
• Tips for Moving to Online Course Delivery 
• Student Accessibility Services Instructor Handbook 

https://community.d2l.com/brightspace/kb/articles/3432-about-release-conditions
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/view-edit-and-manage-video-transcripts-and-captions-3cb9acb6-05b2-4f59-a50d-7df61123aa20#bkmk_about
https://support.yuja.com/hc/en-us/articles/360043421473-Requesting-Auto-Captions
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/view-edit-and-manage-video-transcripts-and-captions-3cb9acb6-05b2-4f59-a50d-7df61123aa20#bkmk_how-to-edit-captions-and-transcripts
https://support.yuja.com/hc/en-us/articles/360051103634-Manually-Uploading-Auto-Captions
https://www.uwindsor.ca/studentaccessibility/298/faculty-staff-information
https://www.uwindsor.ca/studentaccessibility/361/tips-moving-online-course-delivery
https://www.uwindsor.ca/studentaccessibility/sites/uwindsor.ca.studentaccessibility/files/uwindsor_instructor_handbook_-_april_2020.pdf
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• Exam Information for Instructors 
• Information to Assist Faculty in Accommodating Students with Disabilities (Instructor’s 

Handbook) 
 
The Office of Human Rights, Equity and Accessibility (OHREA) has also compiled a list of 
resources to make courses accessible and create accessible documents. If you require 
assistance on how to support students with their accommodations, reach out to SAS or the 
students’ SAS advisor.  

https://www.uwindsor.ca/studentaccessibility/363/update-new-exam-information-instructors
https://www.uwindsor.ca/studentaccessibility/sites/uwindsor.ca.studentaccessibility/files/information_to_assist_faculty_revised_october_5_2017_0.pdf
https://www.uwindsor.ca/studentaccessibility/sites/uwindsor.ca.studentaccessibility/files/information_to_assist_faculty_revised_october_5_2017_0.pdf
https://www.uwindsor.ca/ohrea/54/resources
https://www.uwindsor.ca/ohrea/99/webaim-accessibility-tutorials
https://www.uwindsor.ca/studentaccessibility/300/contact-us
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